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8 September 1955

The Honorable lewls Btrause
Cheirman, U.8, Atomic Energy Commission
Washington 25, D.C,

Dear Iewist

As you sre aware, there ars st present a considersble number
of employses of the Centrel Intelligence Agency who have been
granted cleerances for access to Restricted Deta information in
orfer to cearry out intelligence activities having s bearing on
the field of stomic energy.

At the present time the need to have access to Rastricted Date is
first determined within this Agency, and reguests for the necessary
clesarances are then processed to the Atcmie Energy Camission Security
Office, In accordance with current procedurss, each request is then
subject to & full.field investigetion conducted by the Civil Eervice
Comnission or the Federal Puresu of Investigstion. This procedure
for granting clsarances appeared to be reguired under the provisions
of the Atomic Energy Act of 16 as smended. However, it is my
belief that Section 145(b) of the Atomie Energy Act of 1954 is
somevhat less restrietive in that it pexrmite an authorisation for
acesss to Restricted Data without the necesslty of an investigation
by the Civil Service Commission upon a determinetion by the
Commission or the (eneral Mepsger that such action ls clearly con-
gistent with the national interest. Also Section 143 suthorizes any
employee of an agency of the Depsriment of Defense or any member
of the Armed Forces, unier certain brosd conditions, to have access
10 Restricted Data required in the performance of his duties.

Bach employee of this Agency prior to entering on duty is the
subject of & full-field investigation through the investigative
facilities of CIA. The coverage of this investigetion l1s at least
the eguivalent of the Civil Service investigation for accese to
Restricsed Pata and the investigative requirements of Executive
Order 10450. In addition, our evaluation of the investigative
results conforms with Bxeeutive Order 10450 and certain epecial
employment requirements of this Agency. You are also sfdvised that the
hendling of Restricted Date within €IA, including storage facilities,
is in full sceord with the security reguirements of your Comaission
and is regulerly reviewed by AEC repressntatives.
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In my view an unnecessary delay snd duplication of effort is
ogeasioned by requiring two similar full-field investigations of
CIA employees when they are to be granted access to Restricted Data,
In view of the apperent suthority under Section 1#5(b) of yowr Act,
it is requested that the Cammission enter into appropriate arcange-
ments with CIA to permit Agency employees to be granted sccess to
Restricted Data without the necessity of investigation by the Civil
Service Camnission or Pederal Bureau of Investigation. A system
of security certification by this Agency to yowr Comsission for each
employee gronted access or provieion for & system of review of
such cases cen be esteblished to meet any requiransnts you deem
appropriste in this regard,

If further information is desired, I would be pleased to lave
our Director of Security confer with ths appropriate official of the
Atomle EBnergy Cammission.

With kindest regards.

Sinmely’

CoPs Cabell
Lieutenant Ceneral, USAP
Acting Director
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